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JAMES 

(Lead Pastor of the Jerusalem Church, A.D. 48) 

 

“I SAW HIM…PRACTICING THE CHRISTIAN FAITH” 

Selected Scriptures 

“All Scripture is given by the inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 

for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every 

good work.” (2 Tim. 3:16 NKJV) 

“And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient…”  

(Phil. 2:8 NKJV) 

“…Is not His mother called Mary?  And His brothers James, Joses, Simon, and Judas?” 

“But I saw none of the other apostles except James, the Lord’s brother.”  

(Matt. 13:55; Gal. 1:19)   

“But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” (James 1:22) 

“…Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith…who for the joy…endured the 

cross…” (Heb. 12:2) 

INTRODUCTION 

James is the first of a group of N.T. letters, seven in all, called the “General Epistles.”  The letters were 

written to a broad general audience of Christians instead of to a particular church.  The author of this 

letter or book is James.  He is identified in Matthew 13:55, and Mark 6:3 as one of the brothers of Jesus.  

They grew up in Nazareth, in the same humble Jewish family, and trained in the synagogue school.  

James saw and observed the obedience of Jesus during His ministry.  Only after His resurrection, he 

became a follower, converted believer, and acknowledged Jesus as the Messiah. (1 Cor. 15: 1-7).  He 

knows the writings of the O.T. “wisdom tradition,” but incorporates some of Jesus’ teaching influence 

from the “Sermon on the Mount.”  He writes very passionately about faithfulness to the Lord as he 

exposes and condemns faithless behavior (James 2).  
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THEME: 

“FAITH’S LIFESTYLE” 

KEY VERSE: 

James 1:22, “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.” 

CONTENT OF THE LETTER: TO HAVE A LIVING FAITH ATTITUDE FOR PERSONAL IMPACT 

To emphasize to the church and the exiles, his moral instructions, and concern for the real conditions 

that existed. Endurance and perseverance in trials, hardship, discouragements. To practice responsible 

Christian faith living and not grow weary.  To practice living together in harmony.  To know that God 

permits “testing” of our CHARACTER in order to produce spiritual maturity and wholeness. To learn, if 

we trust God through our suffering, we will experience joy and not miss our purpose.  Setting the mind 

on the Holy Spirit by faith, and the Word of God who helps our weaknesses, and conforms us to the “will 

of God.” 

OUTLINE 

I. Practice Faith’s Lifestyle 

A. Living a Life of Faith-Trials, Testing, Wisdom, Wealth (1-2) 

B. Warning: Faith Without Works, Favoritism (2-3) 

II. Problems For Faith’s Lifestyle 

A. Taming the Tongue (Speech), Wisdom, Pride (3-4) 

B. God’s Gift of Wisdom, Humility/Submission, Judging (3-4) 

C. Wealth, Health, Patience and Prayer Resources (5) 

 

• James encourages all Christian Believers to view the instructions given as God’s 

guidelines for living a “faith lifestyle.”  This will only be possible if there is a vital, 

intimate relationship with the Living God.   

 

• If we accept our personal responsibility to hear and obey God’s word, act on it, put 

genuine trust in Christ, the transformation of God’s “righteousness” takes place in our 

heart. It’s God’s good gift of the new nature (love) which will respond to Him. 

   

NOTES: 

 


