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HEBREWS 7 AND 8

(Resource: Hebrews for Everyone by N.T. Wright)

Hebrews 7 and 8 discusses Melchizedek & Abraham and Christ’s Eternal Priesthood,

respectively.

A. Melchizedek, the Great Priest-King, Hebrews 7:1-10

1.

2.

Jesus’ high priesthood does not depend on being born in into a priestly family, and
that his priesthood, unlike that of the Levitical priests, continues uninterrupted to the
present time.

We can put complete confidence and trustin him, as the true and lasting high priest.

B. A New Order of Priesthood, Hebrews 7:11-19

1.

The second ‘perfection’ (v19) in question could be translated completeness; it's what
you get when everything has been put into place for the final great purpose to be
achieved — Jesus, having died, has been raise from the dead and is alive for ever.
Those who belong to Jesus are not dependent for their spiritual health and hope
upon a system that can’t ultimately give perfection. We trust in the eternal, fully
effective priesthood of the Son of God, the Messiah. This is the ‘better hope,’
through which we draw near to God.

C. The Permanent Priesthood of Jesus, Hebrews 7:20-28

1.

Jesus is a human being, tempted in every respect just like we are, and he can
sympathize fully with our weakness and the pressures we find ourselves under. We
can say he knows more about temptation than we ever will, since we are inclined to
yield to temptation and never face its full fury, where he, who never sinned, had to
go on battling against it without the relief of giving in.

He achieved in a single great sacrifice that all the previous sacrifices could not do —
bring perfection. He offered himself once-and-for-all.

D. Better Ministry, Better Covenant, Hebrews 8:1-6

1.

Do not cling to the copy, celebrate the reality! The old Temple was good; the new,
real one is better. The old priests were good; the new Priest is better. The old
covenant was good; the new one is better, established on better promises.

If He was ‘better’ than the Temple and its priesthood, how much more is He ‘better’
than the many things which so easily distract us from single-minded devotion to
him?



Notes:

The Promise of a New Covenant, Hebrews 8:7-13
1. The writer has in mind Jeremiah 31:31-34.
2. This is the most powerful argument for the importance of holding on to Jesus instead
of going back to the safety of Judaism. If God has established the new thing he had
always promised, to go back to the old is foolish as well as disloyal.

How does Hebrews 7 & 8 encourages us today?
1. All believers have direct access to God under the new covenant, 4:16.
2. All believers may approach the throne of God boldly, 10.22.



