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1 JOHN 

(FORMER PASTOR OF THE EPHESUS CHURCH) 

“THE BASIS FOR FELLOWSHIP-THE TRUE LIGHT OF GOD” 

SELECTED SCRIPTURES 

“All Scripture is given by the inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly 

equipped for every good work.” (2 Tim. 3:16 NKJV) 

“I will meditate on Your precepts…I will not forget Your word.” (Psalm 119:15, 16 NKJV) 

“By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.  And we 

have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world…And we have known and 

believed the love God has for us.  God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God in 

him.” (1 John 4:13, 16) 

“THIS IS THE MESSAGE which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him 

is no darkness at all.” (1 John 1:5) 

INTRODUCTION/OVERVIEW 

The Christian believer must understand that we are sometimes blinded by sin, face the challenges of 

persecution, suffering, hardships, and moral issues.  The Apostle John begins this “sermon” with 

“Instructions to Believers Everywhere.”   The Biblical context for the ‘Letters” is the GOSPEL OF JOHN. 

 

• The Book is classified as a “Letter”, and his style of writing (no salutation or greeting at the end) 

is so close to that of the author of the Gospel of John, that no one questioned that they were 

written by the same person until the 12th century.  However, the most fascinating detail in this 

letter, the author claims to be an “eyewitness” (1 John 1:1-4). 

   

• The occasion for this writing, is to address serious challenges that the churches faced: an 

invasion of false teachers (“Antichrists”) and their false teaching.  One specific false doctrine 

concerned the person and work of Christ known as Gnosticism.  The Letter was written by John 

from Ephesus about A.D. 85-90 toward the end of the 1ST century. 

 

• The Readers.  1 John was written to the churches of Asia Minor (modern day Turkey).  The 

“children of God” of all ages (1 John 2:12-14) of the 1st century Christians. 
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• The Letter was written to reassure Christian confidence and faith in Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

(The false teaching- “Gnosticism”- has spread throughout the Roman Empire).  This teaching 

denies Christ’s human nature, AND He could not have died. 

THE MAIN POINT AND PURPOSE-WARNING! 

The “ANTICHRISTS ARE COMING AND GOING.”   John is very concerned because they will teach false, 

bizarre, and the craziest ideas ever-robbing the “little children” of the gift of eternal life.  John wants to 

reassure the Christians about their faith, renew their confidence, so that they might KNOW they have 

eternal life. 

JOHN’S KEY LOGIC: We love because the Holy Spirit lives in us (1 John 4:12-16.)  If you don’t love, you 

don’t know God, because God Is Love!  (4:8).      

 

KEY WORD: KNOW (used over 30 times) 

OUTLINE  

A. HOW THOSE WHO POSSESS ETERNAL LIFE WILL LIVE (1 John 1:5-5:12)  

 

1. Fellowship with God (“LIGHT”) and One Another-KEY: (1 John 1:5-10) 

2. The Requirements: They Will Do Righteousness- KEY: (1 John 2:29 -4:6) 

3.  Let the Word of God (Truth/Holy Spirit) Abide in You- KEY: (1 John 2:26-27) 

4. They Will Live a Life of Love-God is Love- KEY: (1 John 4:7-5:3) 

5. They Will Walk by Faith-God Is Faithful-KEY: (1 John 5:4-12) 

6. They Will Know Their Prayers Are Answered-KEY (1 John 5:14-17)  

7. They Will Not Make Sin a Way of Life-KEY (1 John 5:18-19) 

8. They Will ABSOLUTELY Know Who Is True Life/Eternal-KEY (1 John 5:20) 

CONCLUSION 

“THESE THINGS I HAVE WRITTEN TO YOU WHO BELIEVE IN THE NAME OF THE SON OF GOD, THAT YOU 

MAY KNOW THAT YOU HAVE ETERNAL LIFE, AND THAT YOU MAY CONTINUE TO BELIEVE IN THE NAME 

OF THE SON OF GOD. 

(1 John 5:13 NKJV)   

NOTES:  

The true “test” of a person’s faithfulness to Christ: “Light” (fellowship 1:5-7), obedience (2:4), 

love (2:9-10), compassion (3:17).  He/she does not overcome with their own abilities or powers, 

but by FAITH IN GOD ALONE! 

 

 

 


